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4 .  Name 

historic J . W .  B u i l d i g ~ :  

andlor common 

bocatiazrs 
N/A 

street & number Ninth Street (north corner Nin th  .. s td&t for publication 

state V i r  i n i a  code 5 1  < 

SJatus 
- - 
- building(e) 2 
- 

K - museum 
- - - 
-work - - 

- Pubfie - - 
- - -X_ - 

- - - - 
N J A  - 

Inc. 
namec/o Bryant  Steele 

& Ntnth Street 

city. Lynchburg N/-L state 

Location of Legal Description 

c o u r t h o u s e , L y n c h b u r g  Courthouse 

Court Street 

Lyne state 

8. Represemtatiosr in Existing Survem~s 
Basin Survcy 

'''Ie H i s  ir A m & . a ~ . a . i n g  Rzcqrd elegible? 

date 2 L  - state - county - 
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United of the 
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Places received 

date entered 
' 7  . , 
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Wood 

Same 

2. 


23-27 and J e f f e r s o n  

Category Ownership Present Use 
district public occupied agriculture 

X 
 private unoccupied X commercial park 
structure both in progress educational private residence 
site Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted g o v e r n m e n t  scientific 

being considered 	 yes: unrestricted Industrial transportation 

no military o t h e r :  

J . W .  Wood 
C.W. and Wade 

street number 27 

town vicinity of V i r g i n i a  24504 

5. 


City  

street 8 number 900 

city, town hburg Virginia 


Lower 
t o r  

Summer 1976 

depository for survey records 

city, town Washington 

has this property been determined y e s  no 

federal local 

and Photographs of Congress 

state 
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.. 7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent - deteriorated 2 unaltered 2 original site 
2 good - ruins -altered -moved date N/A 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The J . W .  Wood Building i s  a  modified Greek Revival-s tyle  commercial bu i ld ing  s i t u a t e d  
a t  23-27 Ninth S t r e e t  i n  downtown Lynchburg. I ts  b r i c k  wa l l s  a r e  s e t  on a  s tone  basement 
l a i d  i n  i r r e g u l a r  a s h l a r  which i s  exposed on t h e  no r th  and e a s t  s i d e s .  The facade is  d is -  
t inguished by i t s  ca s t - i ron  l i n t e l s  and twin c a s t  i r o n  s t o r e  f r o n t s  wi th  decora t ive  i r o n  
cartouches and Cor in th ian  p i l a s t e r s .  B u i l t  between 1851 and 1853 a s  a  warehouse, i t  s t i l l  
func t ions  i n  t h a t  capac i ty .  Its i n t e r i o r  thus  has  a n  open p lan  and is  r e l a t i v e l y  p l a i n .  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

Including t h e  basement, t h e  bu i ld ing  conta ins  some 29,000 square f e e t  of usable  
f l o o r  space. Above t h e  top s t o r y ,  a  broad, wooden co rn ice  with s imple Greek Revival 
p r o f i l e s  cont inues around t h e  e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e .  The shallow hipped roof above i s  covered 
i n  standing-seam metal .  The s i d e  e l e v a t i o n s  have f i v e  bays, i r r e g u l a r l y  spaced. The 
f r o n t  e l eva t ion ,  f ac ing  Ninth S t r e e t ,  has  s i x  bays. Spacing i s  wider between t h e  two 
c e n t r a l  bays than between t h e  o t h e r s .  Windows on t h e  facade  a r e  capped wi th  s imple cas t -  
i r o n  l i n t e l s ;  those  on the  o t h e r  t h r e e  s i d e s  have simple wooden l i n t e l s ,  f l u s h  wi th  t h e  
wal l s .  Also no t i ceab le  on t h e  s i d e  and r e a r  wa l l s  a r e  s e v e r a l  i t o n  t i e  rods .  

Although s tone  and b r i c k  comprise t h e  major e x t e r i o r  f a b r i c  of t h e  bu i ld ing ,  t h e  
most important des ign  f e a t u r e  i s  t h e  cas t - i ron ,  f i r s t - f l o o r  facade on Ninth S t r e e t .  This ,  
the  only such antebellum i r o n  facade remaining i n  Lynchburg, i s  composed of seven p i l a s -  
t e r s  which d iv ide  t h e  f r o n t  i n t o  s i x  bays. The p i l a s t e r  faces  con ta in  decora t ive  i r o n  
cartouches and Cor in th ian  c a p i t a l s  and support  a  broad e n t a b l a t u r e  wi th  a n  unadorned 
f r i e z e  and a  modillioned corn ice .  The second and f i f t h  bays,  reading  from e i t h e r  end, 
con ta in  double doorways wi th  l a r g e ,  glazed transoms. The o t h e r  bays have l a r g e ,  t r i p l e -  
sect ioned d i sp lay  windows. The arrangement of t h i s  ground-floor en t rance ,  w i th  two main 
doorways, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  spacing of t h e  windows above, i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  
was f o r  t h e  bu i ld ing  t o  house two s e p a r a t e  o f f i c e s ,  shops, o r  warehouses. 

Adding f u r t h e r  credence t o  t h e  presumed o r i g i n a l  usage a s  a  warehouse i s  t h e  l ack  
of any i n t e r i o r  t r i m .  A l l  t h e  f l o o r s  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  open space,  w i th  heavy timber framing 
l e f t  unadorned. Stairways connecting t h e  s e v e r a l  f l o o r s  a r e  a l s o  wooden, wi th  no ornamental 
b a l u s t e r s  o r  t r i m .  Flooring i s  s o f t  p ine ,  and j o i s t s ,  a l s o  of p ine ,  a r e  exposed throughout. 

SAC 
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8. Signi f icance  - H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

The J . W .  Wood Building was included i n  an inventory  of Lynchburg's wholesale commercial 
a r ea  undertaken by t h e  H i s t o r i c  American Engineering Record i n  1976. T i t l e d  t h e  Lower Basin 
Survey, i n  r e fe rence  t o  a  p a r t  of the  cana l  which was nearby, t h e  survey focused on s i x  
bui ld ings  i n  regard t o  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  redevelopment. Although t h e  Wood Co. bu i ld ing  was 
one of those s o  s tud ied ,  i t  continues i n  use a s  a  wholesale  grocery warehouse. The major 
a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  J . W .  Wood Co. a r e  conducted i n  a  r e c e n t l y  e rec ted  p re fab r i ca t ed  metal  
s t r u c t u r e  ad jacen t  t o  t h e  1850s bu i ld ing ,  with t h e  o l d e r  s t r u c t u r e  used p r imar i ly  a s  over- 
flow space. The owners a r e  aware of t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  importance, however, and have cleaned 
and painted t h e  cas t - i ron  facade s i n c e  t h e  photographs a t tached t o  t h i s  nomination were 
taken. 

SAC 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1 799 
& 1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation -law science .. 
'.agriculture -economics -literature -sculpture 
X_ architecture -education -military - social1 
- art - engineering -music humanitarian 
X commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
-communications - industry - politicslgovernrnent transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates ca.  1850 BuilderlArchitect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The J . W .  Wood Building i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  and b e s t  preserved of t h e  few pre-Civi l  War 
commercial s t r u c t u r e s  remaining i n  Lynchburg. Its f i r s t - f l o o r ,  ca s t - i ron  f r o n t  i s  t h e  
s o l e  su rv ivor  of i t s  type  i n  t h e  c i t y .  Located i n  a  now-underused and l a r g e l y  deser ted  
s e c t i o n  of downtown, t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  one of t h e  few v i s u a l  reminders of t h e  c i t y ' s  t r e -  
mendous commercial a c t i v i t y  of t h e  1850s, t h e  decade i n  which Lynchburg was declared by 
t h e  United S t a t e s  Census t o  be  t h e  second r i c h e s t  c i t y  i n  t h e  country on a  per-capi ta  
b a s i s .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Although t h e  J . W .  Wood Building f i g u r e s  prominently i n  mid-19th-century views of 
Lynchburg and was one of t h e  l a r g e s t  bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  commercial a r e a  when i t  was b u i l t ,  
l i t t l e  i s  known of i t s  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o r  usage. The c i t y  l o t  on which i t  was b u i l t  was 
purchased i n  November 1850 by Wilson Bryant f o r  $750.00. I n  February 1853 George G.  Curle  
purchased t h e  proper ty  from Bryant f o r  $3,000.00, a  p r i c e  inc rease  which would i n d i c a t e  
vhat t h e  s t r u c t u r e  had been erec ted  during t h e  in t e r im.  S t y l i s t i c a l l y ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  would 
a l s o  f i t  wel l  w i th in  these  da te s .  More than l i k e l y ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was intended from t h e  
o u t s e t  t o  se rve  m u l t i p l e  uses.  Located almost ad jacent  t o  t h e  James River and Kanawha 
Canal and f ac ing  one of t h e  main bus iness  s t r e e t s ,  i t  was excep t iona l ly  we l l  loca ted  f o r  
bus iness  purposes. During t h e  l a t e r  19th  century ,  i t  was used by a  v a r i e t y  of merchants, 
inc luding  wholesale  g r a i n  and feed d e a l e r s ,  tobacco f a c t o r s ,  a  hardware salesman, and 
shoe d i s t r i b u t o r s .  I n  1927 Jesse  W. Wood, a  wholesale  grocer ,  e s t ab l i shed  h i s  f i rm  i n  
t h e  bui ld ing ,  and h i s  successors  cont inue  t o  occupy i t .  

The bu i ld ing  i t s e l f  i s  a handsome example of t h e  p l a i n  commercial a r c h i t e c t u r e  
t y p i c a l  of t h e  mid-19th century.  S t y l i s t i c a l l y ,  i t s  a f f i n i t i e s  a r e  wi th  t h e  Greek 
Revival,  bu t  a  very  p l a i n ,  almost s eve re  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h a t  s t y l e .  What d i s t i n -  
guishes i t  from s i m i l a r  bu i ld ings  i s  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r ,  ca s t - i ron  facade.  Extending 
ac ross  t h e  e n t i r e  f ron tage ,  t h e  cas t - i ron  components e s t a b l i s h  t h e  six-bay d i v i s i o n  of 
the  bu i ld ing ,  which i s  c a r r i e d  out  i n  t h e  two s t o r i e s  above. P i l a s t e r s  s e p a r a t e  t h e  bays 
and support  an e n t a b l a t u r e  with a  modillioned cornice.  Although some ornamental i r o n  was 
produced i n  ~ y n c h b u r g ' s  antebellum foundr ies ,  i t  i s  doubt fu l  i f  work of t h i s  s o r t  was of 
l o c a l  manufacture. Daniel  Badger, whose Arch i t ec tu ra l  I ron  Works of New York was t h e  
l a r g e s t  producer of such work a t  t h e  time, r e m t d e d  i n  h i s  1865 c a t a l o g  t h a t  he had ship- 
ped two i r o n  " s t o r e  f r o n t s "  t o  Lynchburg p r i o r  t o  t h e  war. The components of t h e  Wood 
Co. bu i ld ing  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o ,  bu t  not  exac t  matches o f ,  a  number of p a t t e r n s  i l l u s t r a t e d  
i n  t h a t  ca ta log .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  e x i s t s  a s  w e l l  t h a t  t h e  P a r t s  were c a s t  i n  Richmond o r  
Baltimore. Whatever t h e  source,  t h e  f r o n t  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  su rv ivor  f o r  i ts  time and 
place.  

(See Continuation Sheet 111) 
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d 0. @eograqshicaii Data 
Acreage of nominated property 66' x 100' 

Quadrangle name Lynchbur& Va. 
UMT References 

Al /616111511101 (111 14121~1/+10I 
Zone Eastlng Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 

Zone Easting 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion Situated on a lot at the N corner of 9th and Jeffersor 
sts., measuring 66' x loo', the 66' fronting on the N side of 9th St. Lynchburg City Asses- 
sor's Records: 23-27 Ni?th St., Old Block 1/481. BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: The bounds have 
been drawn to coincide with the above-described lot and to include the building and surround- 

n on a t% A i l  ,dtaies t.ni?%ur%e:?& Eo' l iert ies overlapping state o r  county boundaries 

state N/A code county N/A code 

state xr 1 A code countv M I A  code 
L., .A L., .. . . 

(1) Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Staff ' ' ' Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 
(2) 221 Governor Street, Richmond, Va. 23219 

nameltitle S . Allen Chambers (804) 786-3144 

oroanization Private Consultant date April 1982 

street & number 1237 31st Street teleohone N/A 

city or town Washington state D.C. 20007 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Csrtification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national 2 . ~  state - local 

AS the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in theNatlonal Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by thj! Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic preservation Officer signature ,&Y 

H. Bryan Mitchell, Executive ~irector / J 7 
title Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission' date MAY 18 1982 
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